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Unit #1 Assignment: The Ancient World 
 
The Situation 
 Imagine that three artists, an ancient Egyptian sculptor, Polykleitos the Greek 
sculptor, and an ancient Roman sculptor have all gotten together to share their work in a 
critique. They have each brought one piece of their sculpture to show the other two in 
order to get some feedback. (Of course, in real life these three sculptors would be 
separated by hundreds and thousands of years, but we’re going to use our imaginations 
for this task). You can find each work they brought reproduced in your textbook: 
 

Egyptian: 3-8, [2-17] Khafra, from Giza. Dynasty 4, c.2500bce. Diorite, height 
5’6”.  
 
Greek: 5- 33 [4-35] Polykleitos. Spearbearer(Doryphoros), Achilles. Roman 
copy after the original bronze of c.450-440bce. Marble, height 6’6”. Even though 
this is a Roman copy, please write about it as an example of a Greek sculpture. 
You may pretend it is bronze, if you’d like.  
 
Roman: 6-12 [6-7] Augustus of Primaporta. Early 1st century ce (perhaps a copy 
of a bronze statue of c. 20bce). Marble, height 6’8”. 

 
The numbers 3-8, 5-33, and 6-12 are the chapter and figure numbers for the images in Marylin Stokstad’s 
Art: A Brief History, 4th edition. They have no art historical significance. Simply use them to locate the 
images in the textbook. The numbers in brackets refer to the 3rd edition of her book.   
 
 
The Task 
 Look at the three images in your book, read the text, and review your notes. Then 
write an imaginary dialogue between these three sculptors. I’ll be looking to see that you 
can explain the major stylistic and cultural characteristics of each period (Egyptian, 
Greek, and Roman), and that you can write about those characteristics with respect to 
these particular works of art. Consider such aspects as the subject matter, the handling 
of the human form, and the function of each work. Use lots of specific visual 
examples from the works, just like we always do in class. Remember that in this course 
our biggest question is always: How do we see cultural ideas embodied in the form of a 
particular work of art?  

The sculptors will probably not understand each other’s stylistic and cultural 
concerns, so you need to make them explain themselves to one another. Their reactions 
are up to you: they can be baffled, argue, fight, curious, amazed or appalled by each 
other’s work. The creative possibilities are up to you, so long as the way you write each 
character’s reaction can be justified by the artwork and your knowledge of the culture.  
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The written form that your paper will take is up to you: for example, you can 
write it as a prose fiction short story, as a script to a play, or as a movie screenplay. You 
can give the sculptors names and personalities if you want. You may even change the 
setting a bit. Perhaps you want to imagine them walking through a museum together and 
finding each other’s work. Or maybe they are three contestants on a reality tv show for 
sculptors. Whatever you choose to do, your final revision should be around 2-4 pages, 
double-spaced. You do not need to reproduce the images in your paper.  
 
 
Role and Audience 
 Assume that your audience has little to no background in art history. Your reader 
does not have the expertise that you’ve gained after studying ancient art it in class for two 
weeks. You’ll need to explain to your audience the terms that you use, the cultural 
context of each sculptor’s work, and the main stylistic features. It might be helpful to 
have a friend or roommate who is not in the class read a draft of your paper. If he or she 
can follow it, then you’ll know you’re on the right track.  
 
 
Purpose of the Assignment 
 This assignment is a way to take the concepts we’ve studied and apply them to 
particular works of art.  This is a formal, yet creative, way to review the concepts you’ve 
been writing and talking about already in class. I prefer to have you write about these 
works in your own way so that you can use the knowledge yourself and improve your 
own visual literacy skills as you study the images, as opposed to simply memorizing 
slides and my lecture notes for an exam. 
 The compare-and-contrast method of looking at works is often employed in art 
history. It is a useful strategy for seeing similarities and differences between cultures, and 
thereby understanding each culture better. In order to prevent these papers from 
becoming boring clones of each other, I want to let you decide the specific form of your 
own paper.   
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Process Stages for this Assignment 
 

1. Study the images in your book. Read what the book has to say about them 
and review your lecture notes. 

 
2. Jot down the major stylistic and cultural characteristics of each period 

(Egyptian, Greek and Roman) 
 

3. Once you have a list of the major characteristics, note how you see those 
characteristics in the specific forms of each of the sculptures in your book.  

 
4. Brainstorm about how you want to compose your piece. A short story, a play, 

etc… It is helpful to take notes when you brainstorm.  
 
5. Brainstorm about how each character will react to the other sculptors’ 

works.  
 

6. Begin putting your notes and brainstorming into a draft.  
 
7. Once you have a draft that contains the major ideas about form and cultural 

context, begin to REVISE to make it flow better. Think about your audience: 
have you presented enough information so that someone who is not taking 
our course could follow what you’ve written? You’ll probably have to revise 
several times. Bring your paper to office hours if you have any questions. 

 
8. After you are done revising, EDIT your paper to correct sentence-level 

errors. 
 

9. Submit your final revision along with all your drafts and other materials in a 
folder on the day it is due.  

 
 
For all assignments in this course:  

 
 Your final revision must be typed, double-spaced, within 1” or 1 ½” margins, 

using a 12-point, standard font (such as Times New Roman).  Multiple pages 
must be stapled. 
  

 Any sources (in print or online) including Stokstad (the textbook) must be cited 
using Chicago style (footnotes). 
 

 No assignments will be accepted without a folder. You will lose points if your 
folder does not include all required materials and drafts. 
 

 Remember to include your nine-digit Saint Rose ID number on all your work. 
Please do NOT include your name.  
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Criteria for Evaluation for Unit #1 Assignment 

Below is a checklist for all the criteria that I will use to evaluate your assignment. 
You should use this checklist before submitting your assignment. If you circle “No” for 
any aspect of the assignment listed below, then you should see me before the 
assignment is due. 

 
 

1. Completion of the stages of the assignment 
Are you turning in ALL stages of the assignment?: 

Yes / No  Drafts 
Yes / No  Final revision 
Yes / No  A folder for holding all the above materials. 
Yes / No  Did you staple your final revision? 

 
 

2. Completion of the specific tasks of the assignment 

Yes / No  Have you explained the characteristics of each culture (Egyptian, Greek and  
    Roman)? 

Yes / No  Have you used specific visual examples from the three sculptures to explain  
    your points about cultural characteristics? 

Yes / No  Have you followed the guidelines concerning role and audience? 
Yes / No  Have you cited information from Stokstad and/or any outside sources  

(in print or online) using Chicago style? 
 
3. Critical thinking 

Yes / No  Are the three sculptors’ responses to one another reasonable considering what  
    we learned about each of their cultures? 

 
4. Revision 

Have you revised your assignment for paragraph focus and readability? 

Yes / No  Will the flow from one paragraph (or line of dialogue) to the next make sense  
     to your audience? 

Yes / No  Is your assignment composed of clear sentences with no confusing passages? 
 
 

5. Editing 
After revising, did you edit at the sentence level? 

Yes / No  Have you edited to make your sentences as concise as possible? 
Yes / No  Have you edited your sentences using English grammar that is appropriate with  

respect to your audience (in this case academics)? 
Yes / No  Have you used American English spellings appropriate for an academic paper? 
 


