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Copyrighted 
image? Let’s start with the end-users…

� Are your documents only readable by one 
company’s product(s)?

◦ You could lose access!

◦ Ex:  Microsoft Works, anyone?

◦ Companies may do this to keep you “attached”

� The good news?
◦ Many formats are now OPEN

◦ Many popular commercial products can 
save documents in this general format

◦ Many companies require that all official 
documents be made available in open 
format

CS professors in the classroom?

� VERY easy for students to video/audio 
record your lectures

◦ Do they have permission to share/post it?

� Limited license to take notes?

◦ Do we need to include language in our syllabi 
to address this?

Suggested License???

My lectures are protected by state common law and federal

copyright law. They are my own original expression and I

record them at the same time that I deliver them in order to

secure protection. Whereas you are authorized to take notes

in class thereby creating a derivative work from my lecture,

the authorization extends only to making one set of notes for

your own personal use and no other use. You are not

authorized to record my lectures, to provide your notes to

anyone else or to make any commercial use of them without

express prior permission from me.

� University of Texas, Office of the General Counsel, August 2001

(source:  Hal Albeson, MIT  SIGCSE conference keynote, 2012)



As software developers…

� Computer programs have been 
recognized as copyriteable since 1964

� However,
◦ What about elements within programs
� Structure

� Design patterns

� Published algorithms

◦ “if the program does something in the real 
world, you can patent how it does what it does”

- www.bpmlegal.com/overview.html 

As software developers…
� The Computer Science field is moving to an 

open-source philosophy

◦ Many development tools are completely free to 
students, faculty and commercial developers

� Compilers:  Java, C++, etc.

� Complete online libraries for help with languages

� However, there are still some prominent 
companies/platforms that are not open 
source

◦ Apple

◦ Microsoft

As Comp Sci Researchers

� Let’s say I decide to publish my research in a 
journal…

� The journal determines my rights with 
respect to:
◦ Using my articles in conjunction with my teaching
◦ Reusing text, charts or figures from my article in 

my future work
◦ Distributing copies of my article
◦ Posting a copy of my article

� Heard of the Elsevier boycott?
http://www.thecostofknowledge.com

Journal Boycotts continued… 

� One of my favorite boycott quotes:

This "pay for what's been funded by publicly provided 
money," by state or commercial interests, remains a serious 
impediment to work for those sans access to the money or 
funds some well heeled publishers of journals and papers 
think we have waiting to hand over to corporate greed, no 
matter how efficient it may be in the business sense. One 
can see how "smart" the Elsevier model is yet I believe it 
creates silos and firewalls that are anything but inclusive and 
amount to economic censorship. Sharing is caring... 

- Paul Arden, independent researcher (Earth & 
Planet Sciences)



As CS students…

� Many open-source tools to teach 
computer science, starting in elementary 
school!

◦ Alice (www.alice.org)

◦ Scratch (http://scratch.mit.edu) 

Alice – a free app!

Scratch – a free app!


