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My  Very  First  Semester…
 The email from a student on course pre-reqs

 Who I am
 Today, my advisees:

 1/3 Grad students (across 4 programs)
 1/3 Undergrads (across 2 programs)
 1/3 Undergrad Math/Adolescence Education majors - I am the 

education advisor (they have a content advisor in the Math Dept.)



What  I’ve  Learned

 Advising is a responsibility

 Advising is an opportunity



Responsibilities: What Our Students Say

 What should your advisor know & do?
 “This  is  the  first  time  I’ve  been  to  college,  so  I’ll  

do my best, but I need you to help me think of 
things  I  might  not  know  to  ask  to  ask  about”

 Be  knowledgeable…  
 “About  the  program  options  &  help  me  understand  how  

my classes fit together within my major and liberal 
education  requirement”

 “Tell  me  if  you  think  I  shouldn’t  take  18  credits  in  a  
semester when I have a heavy load of upper level major 
courses”



 Some  More…
 “Care  about  me…  I  came  to  Saint  Rose  because  I  
didn’t  want  to  be  a  number”

 “You  don’t  need  to  know  everything,  but  please  
help  me  figure  out  who  to  ask  when  you  don’t  
know”

 “Be  on  campus  so  I  can  stop  in  sometimes”



Opportunities
 Yes, I help with the academic parts, of course!
 Some  other  things  I’ve  helped  with:

 Grad school applications
 Teaching certification exam review
 Whom to speak with at Financial Aid
 How to find an apartment in a new city
 How do I start a resume
 If I fail a class, is it really the end of the world as we know it
 I want to change my major to ???
 How can I tell my parents I want to change my major
 How do I be an adult



Conclusions

 As a faculty advisor, I know students in ways 
that  I  don’t  when  I  just  have  them  in  class.

 Academic  advisors  can  be  the  “clearinghouse”  
or  the  “first  stop”  when  students  need  help.


